Isabelefant: A Fourth Grade Friend
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_{\
—
<.

b

Like any other fourth grader [sabelefant has some special
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Y Y/VI . You mg?h:rmw some fourth graders yourself.
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Y YM . For instancet Maybe you know a fourth grader who is good at

science or a fourth grader whu@mn fast.
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Or maybe you know a fourth grader who is an excellent
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mat ician or can tell funny jokes.
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YM = 8. Well, Isabelefant is beginning fourth grade today and she is good
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. In fact, it is her goal to one day know all of the words in
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at reading and\yocabulary.
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Duckster’s Words are Knowledfze Unabridged Jigundo Thesaurus.

. It is her favorite book and she carries it everywhere, just in case the

situation arises that she may be able to learn and use a large, fancy

S\

Isabelefant was so ready for the first day. J'u.
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. She had peanut butter for lmmlblufmu she was going to bring
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her unabrid urus, and shie was wearing her lucky pink

Peanut butter was her favorite
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She was sure tolimpress the teacher with large and fancy words
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from her ghesaurus.

Y YA/ 15. Her lucky pink dress was dw@ same one she was wearing when
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she won the\Vocabulary Bee in third grade in her old school.

}/ YA/ 16. Today was nly Isabelefant’s first day of fourth grade, but it
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w%er first day at Barkwood Elementary School.

}/}/ﬂ/ 17. After third grade Isabelefant’s family moved to a different town to
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VJ/_P 20. She tock a Ia look at herselfin

Y%l_ Yes, she looked just right for the first day offfourth arade,\
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YYP 2 Exctp@ve“ except for the fact that she was so small.
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She wasn't just small for an elephant, but small for a fourth grader.
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At her old school there were even some'kindergarien elephants @ E.JI\: lld ren
who were larger than she.
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But maybe this year would be different.
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Her parents told her Ihﬂ@lhﬂ new school t 1 different
species of students.
There w::nu]d not be row after row of elephants, but all sorts of
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animals, Surely mme squirrels orlemurs would be smaller than
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The school bus sounded its ﬁ and Isabelefant grabbed her
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thesaurus in both hands.
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She was unable to carry her lunch sack because of the

averwhelming size of the thesaurus, but it was\worth it.
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teacher on the first day ﬂ!ﬂﬁj eat.
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As [sabelefant struggled with her board the b
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guicklynoticed that there were no available seats.
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The other animals seemed to have already been seated with friends
they had known from previous years in mhm@
Friends.

chﬁends would be a challenge for Isabelefant.

In her old school she had spent all of her recess time reading her
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thesiurus and forgot to make friends.
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Her old bus wasn't 30 crowded and she waﬁtablc to sit alone on her

way to school and read quietly.
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MNow she fﬂun::l herself staring down the aisle of a crowded bus

3 ded otored

Iinﬂwilh animals with whom before attended
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Some of the ies ghe had never even seenlin life, but had

only read about in books.
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“Find a seat, mouse,” The bus drwer hxmed c@
gmﬂi

“I"m not a mouse,” said Isabelefant pnhtf: “Quite n:nntranly

actually, I'm an elephant.”

“Yeah, and 1'm a tiger. Just find a seat for NOW de
@
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LATER,” retorted the bus driver.
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. Isabelefant felt slightl but not so mucﬂlat she let it

get her down,

This was the first day afier all, and there we to be some mix-

ups.
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She made her way down the eusle5
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The rest of th tures continued talking and joking amnn@
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themselves.
She passed a panda and a desert fox sitting together an:j’f:cnuldn’l

help but stare.
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She had only ever seen pandas on television. /....\II
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She passed a r sitting)with a guinea pig and to her horror,

they were larger than she.
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used to being the smallest elephant in her old school.
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for this growth spurt her Grannyfant talked about.

YYM 51. Mow, at this moment, she realized that she, Isabelefant, was going

to be the smallest of al animals at the new school.
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52. She felt quite intimidated.
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\{ YP 53, She also felt pressure to find a seat quic @ g ¢lse the bus driver

might speak harshly to her again.
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N M 54. “Psst. New kid. Would you like to share a'seat with me?” a deep

volce asked,
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. Isabelefant peered behind the last row of seats to see a largelpolar
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bear in a seat of his % crmha wheelchair.

Thebea:a.udﬂmseatub:omanimal.

The ]:BBI%I]’H were held in place by metal bars,
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His arms were resting in his lap and a bar with buttons on it
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extended from the back of the n:hail‘@gﬁ/u;ﬁ.lndl:r his chin.
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The bear had a ball point pen in his mouth that he kept tucked near

the inside of his cheek when he spoke.
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“1 ask@if}'nu*d like to share my seat,” ed the bear .
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. “Well I don't mean to be so hesitant in responding, but [ don"t
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I::uzi'uﬂ'_rn‘.l here's room for me,” [sabelefant replied.
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“Sure there is. [ think you'd fit on the HHE'I/{'L‘S[ * offered the bear.
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1 aceept your Jracious offer.” said Isabelefant. “If you're sure you

wun‘t% m:@ ij%l{m‘ﬂelﬂ"

“Wo, I don’t use the armrest,” answered the bear. “T don’t move my
arms or my legs- [ can’”

Isabelefant stood on her thesaurus and reached as high as she could
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onto the wheel of thﬂ:.:ha.i.r.
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She pulled herself to the top of the wheel and pnto the arm rest.
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“ Faniasfidalijcopious space!™ said Isabelefant. Copy

Copies
“What does that mean?" asked the bear.
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“Lots of room. I'm very pomfortable, "answered Isabelefant.

The bear smiled at her and she smiled back.
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Isabelefant decided to do snmellﬁ.ﬁﬂw had never done before:






