Short Story Rubric
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Understanding of the
elements of plot

Each of the elements of
plot is easily identified by
the reader in the final draft.
The story is organized
cohesively. The integration
of the photograph is
seamless.

There is a little confusion
as to the elements of plot
in the story. The story is
mostly effective in its use
of the photograph.

The use of the elements of
plot is questionable or they
are not easily identified.

The story is not organized

using the elements of plot,

or the photograph is used
poorly or not at all within
the context of the story.

Grammar and punctuation

There are zero or one
grammar or punctuation
errors in the final draft.
Character and place
names that the author
invented are spelled
consistently throughout.

There are two to three
grammar or punctuation
errors in the final draft.

There are three to five
grammar or punctuation
errors in the final draft.

There are more than five
grammar or punctuation
errors in the final draft.

Participation in peer editing

Student participated
thoroughly in peer editing,
listened to fellow students,
and offered good advice to
the best of their ability. No

time was wasted during
this time.

Student participated
thoroughly in peer editing,
but some time was wasted

in the process.

Student’s participation in
peer editing was seriously
lacking and mostly
unhelpful, though some
basic editing was
accomplished.

Student’s participation in
peer editing was
noncommittal and
unhelpful to peers and self.

Use of graphic organizer

Student used the graphic
organizer fully; the final
product is clearly based on
what was created in the
graphic organizer.

Student used less than the
full graphic organizer but
more than 80% of it. Not all
changes made to the final
story made it onto the
organizer.

Student used 50-80% of
the graphic organizer, but
some of the final story and

the graphic organizer do

not match.

The student used less than
50% of the graphic
organizer or the final story
and the graphic organizer
do not match.




