
State Irish Potato Festival of North Carolina:  
North Carolina Potato Festival 

 
In 2009, the General Assembly named the North Carolina Potato Festival 
as the official Irish Potato Festival.  
 
The North Carolina Potato Festival began in 1940 as the Albemarle Potato 
Festival. The first festival included a parade and the Potato Queen beauty 
pageant. It is now the largest festival in Northeastern North Carolina. 
 
The potato is an important crop in Northeast North Carolina. Potatoes 
provide North Carolina up to $16 million dollars in sales. The average 
American eats 142 pounds of potatoes every year. 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Find this activity sheet and others at NCpedia: http://ncpedia.org/ncpedia-fun-activities 
NCpedia article on the State Irish Potato Festival: https://www.ncpedia.org/symbols/irish-
potato-festival 
Coloring page: https://www.supercoloring.com/coloring-pages/potato-5 


